~  /  '  _  V 

/  b/» 

'  ,o  1 


LYNTON 


/ 


URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YFiAR 

:L3-5L5* 


Dr.  M.  P.  Nightingale,  M.R.O.S. »  L.R.C.P, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Town  Hall, 

LYNTON, 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  LYNTON 


To  th©  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Lynton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mrs.  Slater  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  herewith  my  ANNUAL 
REPORT  for  the  year  endod  31 at  DECEMBER  1955# 

General  Statistics. 


Area  in  acres  .  7,628. 

Population  . . . ,  2,213. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  584* 

Rateable  Value  . £16,813# 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id,  Rate  ........  £70, 


Vital  Statistics . 

Live  Births,  Male.  Female, 

Legitimate  .  10  13 

Illegitimate  .  -  - 

^Ill-births, 


Total. 

23 


Legitimate  .  1i  -  1 

Illegitimate . .  —  — 


Deaths. 

Residents  .............  4  9  13 

Non— res  id  or.  ts  . .  1  2  3 


and  of  those  deaths  - 


None  had 
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reached  the  ago  of  90  yoars  and 
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upwards. 


Deaths  of  Infants  undor  1  year.  Malo.  Female. 


Legitimate  .  1  - 

Illegitimate  . 

Deaths  from  - 

Cancer  (all  agos)  .  5 

Measles  (all  agos)  .  Nono 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nono 

Accidental  (all  ages)  . Nono 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

.  Moaslos  .  . . 3 

Tuberculosis  .  — 

..Poliomyelitis  (N.P.)  . .  — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  — 

Whooping  Cough  . . 7 


Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Dysentery  . . 

Erysipelas  . 

Paratyphoid  . 


Total. 

1i 


Thoro  were  no  reports  of  Venereal  Disoaso.  The 
nearost  contro  for  treatment  is  at  Barnstaple  and  any  cases 
that  occur  in  this  Urban  District  go  diroct  to  Barnstaple,, 
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National  assistance  Act  1948. 


No  action  has  bean  taken  this  year  under1  soction 
47  of  the  above  Act. 

Water1  Supply. 

Small  sections  of  water  mains  war  a  ranawod  and 
extended  in  the  Lynmouth  area  in  connection  with  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  t  he  t  own  ship . 

Regular  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various 
parts  of  Lynton  and  Lynmouth  by  the  Council1 s  Sanitary 
Inspector.  All  results  were  equivalent  to  a  Class  I  piped 
supply. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

During  1955  the  relaying  of  approximately  550  yards 
of  15-inch  C . I,  Sowar  Outfall  to  low-wator  mark  was  completed 
at  a  cost  of  £14,743.  Proposals  were  submitted  and  approved 
for  the  relaying  of  the  sowers  in  the  South  Bank  area  of 
Lynmouth,  in  Lynmouth  Hill,  and  across  the  foreshore  to  give 
sea  outfall  to  the  Lynmouth  North  Bank  soworage  system.  Work 
commenced  and  the  completion  of  these  works  will  givo  a 
complete  relaying  of  the  Lynmouth  sewerage  system  and  sea 
outfalls,  including  tho  renewal  of  the  link  sewer  with  tho 
Lynton  system© 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  both  from 
household  and  trade  premises  has  continued  satisfactorily. 
Weekly  collections  have  been  made  during  the  Winter  months 
and  bi-weekly  collections  during  the  holiday  period  have  boon 
maintained.  In  addition,  large  hotels  and  cafes  have  roceived 
additional  collections  as  required.  Rodent  control  at  tho 
refuse  tip  has  also  been  regularly  carried  out  by  tho 
Council’s  P.odent  Operator,, 

Rodent  Control . 

Similar  arrangements  to  last  year’s  for  rodent 
control  work  have  been  continued  in  the  district  and  the  number 
of  complaints  has  risen  slightly. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Pood  Premises  in  the  Urban  District  - 


Type.  Numbor. 

Bakehouses  . 2 

Butcher’s  shops . 4 

Cafes 'and  Restaurants  . 16 

Grocer’s  shops . 8 

Greengrocers  .  4 

Fishmonger ’ s  shops  .  1 

Liccn'sod  Promises . . . 9 

Pish  &  Chip  shops  .  1 


14  Pood  Promises  are  registered  under  section  14 
of  tho  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream, 

1  Private  Abatoir  in  Lynton  continued  to  slaughter 
and  dress  animals  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Tha  following  foodstuffs  wore  condemned  and  dis 
posod  of  by  the  Council  at  their  refuso  tip  ~ 


Tinned  Fruit  .  80  tins. 

Tinned  Meats  . .  12  tins. 

Tinned  Vegetables  .  38  tins. 

Bottled  Vegetables  .  1  gal. 

Tinned  Fish . 1  tin. 

Other  tinnod  foods  .  k  tins. 

Cheese  .  12  lb. 


Pet  rolcuin. 

The  number  of  licensed  premises  for  the  year 

was  8. 

Housing. 

(Article  31  of  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations  1923  and  1932)* 


(a)  Number  of  housos  which  on  inspection  we r o 

considered  to  bo  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  woro 
remedied  in  consoquenco  of  informal  action 

by  the  local  authority  .  Nil. 


(c)  Number  of  representations  mado  to  local 
authority  with  a  view  to  (i)  tho  sorvico 
of  notices  acquiring  the  execution  of  works 
or  (iiN  tho  oilking  of  demolition  or 

closing  of  do  r-s  9 4  ••«.••  • . . . .  Nil. 


(d)  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 

oxo  out  ion  of  works  . . . . .  Nil. 

(c)  Number  cf  demolition  orders  mado  . . Nil. 

(f)  Number  of  housos  in  respect  of  which  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  under  sub-section 

(2)  of  section  19  of  the  Housing  Act  1930  . Nil. 

(g)  Number  of  houses  demolished  . .  Nil. 


I  wish  to  thank  all  Members  and  Officers  of  tho 
Council  for  their  help  and  consideration  during  tho  year* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mrs.  Slater  and  Gcnticmon, 

Your  obodiont  Sorvant, 

(Signed)  M.  P.  NIGHTINGALE, 

Medical  Offioer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  LYNTON. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  o  YEARS  ENDED  Si  st  DECEMBER  195U . 

Mr.  Chairman, 

There  is  singularly  little  to  report  under 
the  above  heading. 

During  the  period  in  question,  the  general 
health  of  the  district  has  been  remarkably  good.  Apart 
from  a  sharp  epidemic  of  Measles  in  February  19 53 >  noti¬ 
fications  of  infectious  diseases  were  negligible. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  public  health, 
the  outstanding  event  was  the  Lynmouth  Flood  Disaster 
of  August  1952. 

This  has  been  fully  covered  in  the  Report 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  we  owe  him  and  his 
staff  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  their  efficient  co¬ 
operation  in  dealing  with  public  'health  matters  as  they 

arose. 

In  view  of  the  complete  disruption  of  all 
main  sewers,  it  v;as  indeed  miraculous  that  we  were  not 
affected  by  any  major  or  serious  epidemic. 

We  owe  an  equal  debt  to  the  North  Devon 
Water  Board  for  their  efforts  in  rapidly  restoring  the 
water  supply. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there  are  no 
acute  housing  difficulties  in  the  district. 

As  regards  water  supply,  reports  on 
regular  samples  are  uniformly  good,  but  I  look  forward 
to  the  institution  in  the  near  future  of  the  new  water 
supply  scheme  as  envisaged  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  M.  P.  NIGHTINGALE , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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